
Another golden opportunity to spread the word of the loan
program was awarded to Gerry Rader of the Disabilities

Coalition of Northern Kentucky on Tuesday, February 26.
Rader, along with longtime advocate of the program,

Margaret Burwanger, appeared on Covington's two-hour
morning cable access show A.M. Magazine. The two had
about twenty minutes to talk about the loan program and the
role Rader's organization plays in the process.

Burwanger, who first spoke at the LINK-A.T. kickoff meet-
ing in October of 2001 on behalf of the child and family she
assists, once again had the opportunity to talk about how a

van and an AT loan had made a 
significant difference in the girl's
life.

Both women fielded questions
from host Dick Vonhene and
explained how the loan works and
outlined the possible benefits. 

Rader says she believes the
appearance was well worth the
effort. "The reason I feel that way is
because we got the website
address on for the KATLC and the Independent Living Center
as well," Rader said. "I've had two calls already. That may
not seem like much, but that's two more than we had before.
It's slow, but I think we're making some headway."

This television appearance was the third for the loan 
program across the state with hopefully many more to come
in the future. 

It has been a little over a year since he took that first ride
across town. The Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan

Corporation may be unfamiliar to most Kentuckians, but for a
six-year-old Eastern Kentucky boy and his family, it has had
an enormous impact.  

As a result of financial assistance received through the
program, Austin Roberson's family was able to
purchase a full-size van equipped with a
wheelchair conversion - lift and tie-down
system in March of 2001.

Roberson, of Williamsburg, is a
very bright boy who was born with
spastic quadriplegia cerebral
palsy. This condition, unfortu-
nately, severely limits his motor
skills and speech.        

Roberson's mother, Francie,
said the whole family is excited
about the increased mobility the
van will provide for him.

"Austin loves to be around other
people," she said. "He loves to go to
the park for soccer games. This year, his
brother's coach ordered him a uniform just
like everyone else's and told him he was the
team's good luck charm. Austin was

thrilled."
Roberson also has received a motorized wheelchair, which

the loan helped finance, that enables him to be independent
for the first time in his life - giving him the opportunity to
make his own choices about where he wants to go. The
wheelchair accessible van is especially important to

Roberson because he is able to ride in the wheel-
chair in the van, rather than in a car seat.

"This thrills him to no end," Francie
Roberson said. "He finds the car seat very

uncomfortable compared to his 
wheelchair seating system, which is
custom fit and allows him a comfort-
able ride. He has lots of exploring to
do and now he'll be able to do it and
do it comfortably."

The assistive technology loan that
Francie Roberson and her family

received has helped her son reach a
higher level of independence that may

not have been possible without such
funding.
"Austin will always have limitations to

overcome," she said. "Hopefully, we can
help him to see them as ant hills in the grand scheme

of things."
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Six-year-old Austin Roberson, from Williamsburg. 



The Independent Living
Centers
BEST Center for Independent
Living, 
Bowling Green - (270) 796-5992

Center for Accessible Living, 
Louisville - (502) 589-6620

Disabilities Coalition of Northern
Kentucky, 
Covington - (859) 431-7668

Independence Place,
Lexington - (859) 266-2807

Pathfinders for Independent
Living, Inc., 
Harlan - (606) 573-5777

The Assistive
Technology Resource
Centers

Bluegrass Technology Center,
Lexington - (859) 294-4343

Carl D. Perkins Rehabilitation
Center, Thelma - (800) 443-2187

Cumberland River
Comprehensive Care Center,
Corbin - (606) 528-7081

Entech, Louisville 
(502) 574-1637

Redwood Assistive Technology
Center, 
Ft. Mitchell (859) 331-0880

Western Kentucky Assistive
Technology Consortium
Murray - (270) 759-4233

Office of KATLC Director

Nancy E. Hansen, KATLC
Lexington
859-246-2540
1-877-675-0195
859-246-2545 FAX
859-246-2546 TTY

Marketing Director
Jason Jones - Frankfort 
1-800-372-7172 ext. 270
(502) 564-4440

KATLC Announces New Marketing Plan

Contacts New Direction

The KATLC announced a new market-
ing plan for the rest of 2002 and

beyond during the March board meeting
at the Holiday Inn Capital Plaza in
Frankfort. The plan, which will rely on
partnerships with several businesses and
organizations, is already underway.

The program's marketing director,
Jason Jones, says the new plan is sort of
a door-to-door type of campaign geared
at getting the word out. "We want to
appeal to those businesses and organiza-
tions that seem like natural partners for
our type of loan," Jones said.
"Businesses like medical supply vendors,
van modification dealers and contractors

who specialize in home remodeling, are
our main focus. Also, we want to seek out
organizations that need an alternative for
consumers who fall through the cracks."

The campaign will include visits from
Jones and Project Director Nancy Hansen
to more than 25 different organizations in
the Bluegrass.

Jones compares it to the drug reps that
frequently visit doctors’ offices. "We want
them to know who we are and be fresh
on their minds when someone comes
through the door needing some way to
pay for much needed equipment," he
said. "Vans, wheelchairs, computers, the
list is endless and businesses that sell
these things need to know what we can
offer their consumers."

Jones and Hansen already have made
a few of these visits and have been greet-
ed warmly. The two met with about 15 or
so staffers from Cardinal Hill
Rehabilitation Hospital in Lexington last
month and distributed a new brochure.
The group was surprised they did not
know about the program and promised
referrals in the future.

The plan also calls for possible Public
Service Announcements (PSA) for radio
and television in the near future, as well
as a poster and a new logo.
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Network and the Interdisciplinary Human Development Institute at the University of Kentucky.

The Kentucky Assistive Technology Loan Corporation (KATLC) offers low interest
loans through its lending partners (Fifth-Third Bank and Kentucky Housing

Corporation) for qualified applicants who need any type of equipment or home modifi-
cation that will increase a person's mobility or enable them to become more inde-
pendent.

Whether it's a wheelchair, modified van, or accessible entry to a home, people with
disabilities are often faced with a costly and oftentimes immediate need that Medicaid
or other types of health insurance programs do not cover. These types of costs are
not usually considered a "good risk" by most lending institutions.           

Guidelines for approval are not as strict as other lending programs. We understand
that credit history is often limited or poor due to long-term medical expenses. In order
to see if you qualify, complete  an application, attach the required documents and
mail it to KATLC at P.O. Box 12231, Lexington, KY 40581-2231.  To receive an appli-
cation call Nancy Hansen toll free at 1-877-675-0195 for more information. 

The Purpose


